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GORDIE NEWS 
(February 2008) 2:2 
Erika Szonntag, editor 
Gordon Natural Area for Environmental Studies 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania 
(A Certified Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation) 
 
Special Announcements & Dates- 
 
Next Workday: Saturday, May 3, 2008; 2PM– Great Garlic Mustard Pull #2 
Delaware Great Green Expo – March 29th, Wilmington, Delaware 
Plum Run Watershed Assessment Workshop, May 3, WCU 
 
Help save postage: If you have an E-mail we can add you to the Friends of the 
Gordon Natural Area mailing list.  You will be notified of the latest Gordie 
News (http://darwin.wcupa.edu/gordon/) and other activities 
 
Contact Erika Szonntag with feedback or ideas for articles at 
es631042@wcupa.edu 
 
:: What’s New? :: 
 
Communications Committee created under WCU’s Environmental Council 
It recently came to the attention of the Environmental Council (EC) that there is a large 
disconnect between it and the rest of the university.  Many people, especially students, are not 
aware of what goals the university is working towards or what changes have already occurred to 
make the university more eco-friendly. 
 
During a meeting in the middle of the month, the EC decided to form a communications sub-
committee (ECCC), a small mix of faculty, students, and alumni looking to bridge the gap.  
Currently, efforts are focused on creating a website that addresses everything the campus is 
doing to go green – from construction updates to (hopefully) real-time energy usage tools such as 
those seen on Middlebury College’s website.   
 
The ECCC hopes that through the anticipated website and other endeavors reaching students, 
faculty, alumni, and other community members will be easier and be more effectively 
accomplished.  Having created this sub-committee, the EC’s goal of visibly moving the campus 
in a more sustainable direction is one step closer to being achieved.    
 
 
Richard Louv’s Talk Successful  
400-plus community members, faculty, staff, and students gathered on the evening of February 
20th to hear Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods, speak about the importance  
appreciating nature.   
 
The turnout that evening was as impressive as it was 
illustrative of the fact that the West Chester community 
holds the environment and its future in high regard.  While 
Louv’s talk focused on why it is important to cultivate a love 
of nature in the hearts of today’s kids, he effectively spoke to 
all generations in attendance.  He used personal stories, 
current statistics, and ideas happening now and for the future 
to illustrate why we should preserve nature.  Here is what 
some who attended had to say about the event: 
 
“It made me want to go to the Gordon Area more 
often.” – Megan Barker, Dr. Hertel’s granddaughter 
 
 
“…the talk was excellent. Mr. Louv has a way of 
drawing in the audience and speaks so passionately about 
nature. Throughout his talk, there seemed to be a sense of 
calm in the room, as if the entire audience were sitting 
outside “in the woods.”  It was fun to reminisce my experience with the outdoors, camping with 
my dad or adventuring at summer camp…Mr. Louv's answer [to a question concerning nature 
in urban areas] was awesome: In a city, nature exists in a bird's nest perched on a ledge, a 
worm on a wet sidewalk, or weeds in a small patch of grass. To experience nature, you don't 
have to sit in a meadow and watch butterflies pollinate a red clover or climb a mountain to 
view the stars at night. Nature is everywhere. I think that's the most important concept I took 
from his talk.”  -Tara Speck, President of WCU’s EARTH group 
 
 
“Richard Louv's basic premise that young people in the US are not getting enough 
exposure to nature is consistent with my own observations over the last 15 years of teaching 
university-level field courses in ecology…Adults cannot persuade youngsters to appreciate 
nature by demonstrating it to them; kids have to explore nature and discover its wonders on 
their own.” – Dr. Harry Tiebout, Department of Biology  
 
 
“I think the most poignant take home message for me is that we have to take children 
outside with us…first to show them the wonders that are there, and then we have to give them 
unstructured time on their own…we have to design our neighborhood green spaces very 
carefully to include unstructured, ‘wild’ green space and not let the soccer or ball fields be all 
that we have.” – Dr. Joan Welch, Department of Geography and Planning 
 
 
 
 
DELAWARE GREAT GREEN EXPO 
March 29, 2008 Chase Center in Wilmington Delaware 
 
The event will be the first of its kind in Delaware highlighting local and regional 
businesses that offer green solutions and contribute to lessening pollution and waste 
in Delaware and surrounding areas. 
For more information please contact Travis McKay at 302-395-9838 or email at 
travismckay@clearchannel.com  
 
 
… … … … … 
 
 
 
:: Scientific Abstract of the Month :: 
 
IMPACTS OF GARLIC MUSTARD INVASION ON A FOREST UNDERSTORY COMMUNITY1 
Kristina Stinson2, Sylvan Kaufman3, Luke Durbin4, and Frank Lowenstein5 
 
To assess the community-level responses of a New England forest to invasion by the Eurasian 
biennial Alliaria petiolata (garlic mustard), we conducted a vegetation census at 24 plots ranging 
from low to high invasive cover, and experimentally removed 
0, 50, or 100% of garlic mustard from adjacent highly invaded 
plots at the same study site. Species richness did not respond to 
natural or experimental levels of invasion, but the Shannon 
diversity and equitability indices declined with increasing in 
situ (situated in the native or original place) densities of garlic 
mustard, and increased in response to removal of garlic 
mustard at the experimental plots. Individual species 
demonstrated variable responses to high-, intermediate-, and 
low-level invasion. Of all plant functional groups, tree 
seedlings declined most notably with increasing in situ levels of invasion. This functional group, 
and seedlings of three key canopy tree species within the group, increased in response to partial, 
but not full eradication of garlic mustard. Our results demonstrate that the effectiveness of full or 
partial removal depends on management priorities for promoting overall diversity, species 
richness, native species composition, and/or individual species performance within native 
communities. 
 
 
 
                                                
1 Northeastern Naturalist.  March 2007.  14(1): 73-88. 
2 Harvard University 
3 Adkins Arboretum, Ridgely, MD 
4 Illinois Wesleyan University  
5 Forest Conservation Program, The Nature Conservancy 
:: Check out these Websites :: 
 
Earth Day Television - a Green “YouTube” 
www.earthdaytv.net 
 
Earth Day Television brings you the latest in visual media concerning the earth.  The 
website categorizes its videos under i-channels, which include “Global Warming”, “Get 
Active”, “Greener Living”, “In the Classroom”, and “Earth Day”.  Videos are varied and 
informative, with titles like “Defending the Amazon”, “Coral Reefs & Climate Change”, 
“Sustainable Living for Dummies”, and even “Introduction to Solar Cooking.” It also 
offers what universities around the country are doing to be green and panel discussions 
from environmental institutions like the Environment and Energy Study Institute and 
the National Science Foundation.    
 
 
Children and Nature Network 
www.cnaturenet.org 
 
 “The Children & Nature Network (C&NN) was created to encourage and support the 
people and organizations working to reconnect children with nature. C&NN provides 
access to the latest news and research in the field and a peer-to-peer network of 
researchers and individuals, educators and organizations dedicated to children's health 
and well-being.”  Recommended by Last Child in the Woods author Richard Louv 
himself!  
 
 
 
 
Opus, suffering from Nature Deficit Disorder too? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Let’s Discuss Deer” 
While brainstorming a plan to manage the deer population in the GNA, special attention 
has been paid to Solebury Township’s plan in Bucks County.  Solebury also has an 
extremely high deer population for its area.  
Biologists recommend that there be no more 
than seven deer per square mile in suburban 
areas, and less than 24 per square mile in dense 
forest.  Solebury’s average count is 142 deer per 
square mile. 
The township’s plan includes two parts; the first 
will be under the direction of the USDA and 
aims to decrease the large deer population 
enough so that “hunters can practically 
maintain” the populations.  The second part 
focuses on the long term and will be supervised 
by the Game Commission, a USDA Board of 
Supervisors, and a biologist to make sure that 
measurable goals and objectives are met in a 
sustainable manner.  Solebury’s main goal is to 
have a balanced environment for land, crops, 
and wildlife, and to maintain the deer 
population “through traditional means” such as 
hunting.                                               From Gary Larsen’s “The Far Side”  
Currently, the first phase is in effect.  The township has a two year contract with the 
USDA to decrease deer herd to manageable numbers and expand recreational hunting 
opportunities.  The USDA will enlist highly trained staff members who will be permitted 
to hunt during the off season.  The deer meat will not go to waste, as it will be 
“immediately…prepared [and] distributed to food banks across the region, in strict 
accordance with the law.”  The possibility of enacting the Red Tag Program is also being 
discussed. 
Visit www.soleburytwp.org/categoryIndex.aspx?p=109 to read more about Solebury 
Township’s deer management plan.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for a 
management plan for the GNA, please contact Gerry Hertel.           
 
 
 
Gordon Natural Area Photography Contest  
Enter Now!  
$300 (8, $25 prizes) in Cash Prizes  
$100 Grand Prize  
 
Submit up to 2 Photos in each 
category:  
Connecting People and Nature: 
People Enjoying the Outdoors in the 
Gordon Natural Area 
Landscapes and Plant Life: Scenic 
Views and Native Plants and Animals 
in the Gordon Natural Area 
The deadline for all submissions is 
April 11, 2008.  Contact Dr Hertel.  
All pictures on display during Earth Week.  Awards given at GNA April 26 
… … … … … 
 
Visitors to the Gordon Natural Area 
 
  
Dr. Fritschle’s Field Methods 
class (Geography) entering the 
GNA on February 16 to establish 
carbon storage plots.  On 
February 23 they returned to 
collect data measuring the carbon 
stored in trees in the GNA and 
the amount of carbon being 
released back into the 
atmosphere by dead trees 
(standing and fallen).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Billion Tree Campaign 
 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched a campaign to plant trees all over 
the world.  The Gordon Natural Area has pledged 100 trees thus far. World target-pledged-
planted/the Gordon Natural Area 
 
Target  
 
2,700,000,000/100  
 
Pledged 
  2,521,602,936/100   
 
Planted 
  1,992,228,013/96    
 
Visit http://www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign/ 
… … … … … 
GNA Supporters: 
2004: Presidential Initiative (WCU); Environmental Council (WCU); USDA Forest Service; 
Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2005: Wegman’s; Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery; Environmental Council; 
Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2006:  Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery; Valero Energy Corporation; National 
Wildlife Federation; Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2007:  Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources; WCU Alumni Association; Darlington 
Biological Society; MENTA Café; Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery 
2008: Redbud Native Plant Nursery 
 
Contact:  ghertel@wcupa.edu; 610-436-2722; 484-883-3371 
 
 
NO TRAIL BIKES ARE ALLOWED IN THE GNA – They have increased 
the length of trails by 300% and are impacting the biodiversity in the GNA. 
DOGS NEED TO BE LEASHED – Students doing laboratory assignments 
have been attacked by unleashed dogs. People walking their dogs on a leash 
have had their dogs attacked. 
Call WCU Public Safety is you notice any of these violations:  610-436-
3311 
Always carry your cell phone in the GNA 
 
